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St. Cloud writer finds inspiration from town’s past

Swanee Ballman's book is a sus-
nse thriller.

The cover picture is a collage of
irk, murky monsters emerging
om a moonlit swamp.

Tamarind, it says. A Novel,

Read the back cover, and the
ory becomes even more intrigu-
ing: “In-
spired by ac-
tual events
in a small
Florida
town.”

Now, let's
mention
that Ball-
man lives in

EILANI
; E ST St.  Cloud.
Flip the

ok over to the front cover and
tice a picture of the St. Cloud
iter tower in the background. On
p of that tower sits a cross.

Starting to sound familiar?
out a decade ago, St. Cloud was
e focus of much attention as
1tlions boiled about the cross
at stood on the top of the St.
oud water tower It had been
iced on the tower years before as

Jn
he

own

a Christmas
decoration.

The Ameri-
can Civil Liber-
ties Union filed
a lawsuit
against the city
of St. Cloud
and won. The
Cross was even-
tually removed,

“I was in-
spired by that
cross coming down., I was im-
pressed by the unity of the town.”
Ballman said.

Tamarind, which took seven
years to complete, focuses on what
Ballman sees as the spiritual side
of conflict.

Angels and demons duke it out
to change the attitudes and person-
alities of the people in the fictional
town of Tamarind, which has a
cross on its tower. In order for the
angels to win, the townspeople
must stay true to their beliefs, In
order for the demons to win, the
cross must come down.

Ballman says the novel has uni-
versal appeal.

Ballman

“This is a story of a conflict be-
lween good and evil, and some
people may say this is a ‘religious
book.'” she said. “It is a thriller.
This is not a book that I would
classify as Christian.”

Still, there is a strong moral
message that Ballman wants read-
ers to understand.

“There are reasons that bad
things happen. There are underly-
ing forces. People can cause these
things to come into their lives by
their actions,” she said. “There are
reasons that bad things happen to
good people, and there are ways to
turn them around.”

Gabriel Vaughn of Maitland,
who represents Legacy Publishing,
understood this message.

After several rejection letters,
Ballman came to Vaughn with the
hope that he would help get her
message across.

“It was a very fast-paced, engag-
ing story,” he said. “As I got intc
the story, Ballman was able to cre-
ate the moods and attitudes of the
people. She turned it into a fast-
paced thriller, and I wanted tc

know how the story ended.”

Ballman
continues
her writing

Artist Andy Davenport of
St. Cloud did the cover art for
Swanee Ballman's novel Ta-
marind,

Plans call for Tim Reaves,
an actor who also lives in St.
Cloud, to do an audio version,
and a Spanish edition of Ta-
marind is in the works, too.

Ballman says she is hard at
work on another fiction man-
script, “The 8th Continent.”
Ballman, who has written two
other books as well as articles
for magazines, wouldn't give
away any details about the
story.

. Dwanee Ballman
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For now, aulographed copies of
Tamarind can be purchased on

the Web (wwwlegacy-publish-
ing.com). Copies. at $11.95, should

soon be available in Central Fl
ida bookstores, Vaughn said.

There are similarities betwe
St. Cloud and the fictional Tam
rind, from their lakefronts to the
rich farming and eattle history.

Ballman said that is not delib
ate but just a factor of her enviro
ment.

“Everything you see around yi
can be part of a book,” she said.

“I took it to a conference recer
ly, and people were looking over
asking about the characters, sa
ing, ‘Did you write this about n
town?" "

Ballman hopes to genera
strong emotion from her readers.

“I'd like to share the creativi
that God has given me,” she sai
“It can bless them. It can enterta
them. It can encourage ther
When 1 stop doing that, that
when I want to put my pen down

To submit items to On t
Town or Entertainment Note
contuct Keilani Best at The Osc
ola Sentinel, 804 W. Emmett Si
Kissimnmee 34741, call (407) 33
5951, or fux (407) 931-5959.



